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REVIEWS 


The Biographical dictionary of con- 
temporary poets, the who’s who of 
American poets. 26cm. N. Y., Avon 
house, 1938. 536p. blue buckram $10. 
25 per cent discount to schools and 
libraries. 

This volume has the appearance of an 
anthology, due to the inclusion of a short 
poem illustrating each author’s work, ex- 
cept in the case of such well-known poets 
as Robert Frost and Edna St. Vincent 


— 


Millay—the poem being printed in a 
larger type than the biographical sketch 
which it accompanies. No editor’s name 
is given, but the work is listed in the 
Catalogue of copyright entries of the 
United States under the editorship of 
David Gould, compiler of the poetical 
anthology, American voices, 1935, also 
issued by Avon house. 

The names of the poets are arranged 
in alphabetical order. According to the 
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preface they number more than 2,000, 
their selection having been based mainly 
upon the “‘publication record” of the poet. 
A publisher’s circular states that many 
are not professional writers but are pri- 
marily doctors, lawyers, scientists, club- 
women, etc., to whom the writing of 
poetry is incidental. The lists of publi- 
cations in the sketches indicate that a 
considerable number of the writers are 
represented chiefly in the less-known an- 
thologies and magazines of poetry, general 
literature or religion. The omission of 
a few important poets is attributed to the 
failure of these individuals to reply to 
questionnaires, 

The biographical sketches are of the 
concise, factual, ‘““who’s who” type, with 
emphasis upon publications. The infor- 
mation appears accurate and, according 
to the editors, was in every case verified 
by the subject. Comparisons of a num- 
ber of the biographies with those found 
for the same persons in Who’s who in 
America, 1938-39, shows that fuller in- 
formation is usually given in the latter 
volume, both in regard to personal details 
and published work. A special feature of 
the sketches in the Biographical diction- 
ary of contemporary poets is the indica- 
tion of the radio stations over which the 
authors’ poems have been broadcast. 

A title or first line index to the many 
poems included would have increased the 
usefulness of the volume, particularly in 
identifying a poem heard over a radio 
program. 

For the more outstanding poets, the 
Biographical dictionary of contemporary 
poets adds little if anything to informa- 
tion in the biographical directories and 
the anthologies commonly found in most 


libraries. For the little-known writers 
who make up a large proportion of the 
names included in the volume, it seems 
unlikely there will be more than oc- 
casional demand. With the probability 
of such limited use, the Biographical 
dictionary of contemporary poets is not 
recommended. 


The Catholic encyclopedia diction- 
ary. N.Y., The Gilmary society, inc., 
c1929. 1073p. half lea. $6.50; full 
morocco $25. 


This volume was reviewed, under the 
title The new Catholic dictionary, in the 
Subscription Books Bulletin for October 
1930. The publishers announce a change 
in the title to signify its connection with 
the Catholic encyclopedia, whose editors 
sponsored the editorial work in this one- 
volume publication. The new price is 
noted above. There has been no revision. 


The Columbia encyclopedia, in one 
volume; comp. and ed. at Columbia 
university; Clarke F. Ansley, ed.-in- 
chief. N.Y., Columbia univ. pr., 1938. 
1949p. 16p. buckram $17.50. 


A subscription edition of the Columbia 
encyclopedia, which the Committee has 
not examined, is being sold by the P. F. 
Collier & son corporation, which states 
that the contents are exactly the same as 
those of the volume published by the 
Columbia university press. The binding 
of the subscription edition, which is priced 
at $17.50, to libraries $15.75, is a purple 
fabrikoid. 

Except for the addition of the 16-page 
supplement, the 1938 edition of the 
Columbia encyclopedia is identical in 
content, as in format, with the volume 
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reviewed in Subscription Books Bulletin, 
October 1935. These supplementary 
pages are, at no additional cost, being 
bound into all copies of the encyclopedia 
issued since November 1, 1938. Owners 
of the 1935 edition of the encyclopedia 
may obtain the supplementary pages free 
from the bookseller through whom the 
main volume was purchased. 

The supplement is intended to record 
major events from the publication of the 
encyclopedia until March 31, 1938. It 
contains about 500 entries including 
necrologic items, supplementary informa- 
tion on outstanding individuals, and brief 
new articles on persons who have recently 
achieved prominence in political life or 
through scientific or literary achieve- 
ments. There are also concise surveys 
of recent events in the chief countries of 
the world and events within the states 
of the United States where they seem of 
major significance, new developments in 
science, articles on strikes, etc. 

Owners of the Columbia encyclopedia 
should obtain the supplementary pages, as 
they add considerably to the usefulness of 
the original volume and are also service- 
able as a brief survey of events of the 
past three years. The Columbia encyclo- 
pedia, 1938 edition, is recommended for 
those who do not have the original edi- 
tion. 


Funk & Wagnalls new standard dic- 
tionary of the English language . . . 
also a standard history of the world. 
2v. N. Y. and London, Funk & Wag- 
nalls, 1938. blue buckram, tan fabri- 
koid, $33 ; to libraries and schools $26. 


According to the Funk & Wagnalls 


company, this two-volume edition now 


— 


being sold by the P. F. Collier & son 
corporation is printed from the same 
plates as their “regular subscription edi- 
tion.” The plates have been revised to 
bring them up to date, changes including 
the addition of new words, notation in 
the biographical entries of deaths which 
occurred during the past year, and revi- 
sion of the color plate on signal flags. The 
Funk & Wagnalls new standard diction- 
ary with the “Standard history of the: 
world” has been reviewed in the Subscrip- 
tion Books Bulletin for October 1934 
and April 1937. 


Golden hour. 386 4th Ave., N. Y., Wise- 

Parslow co, 20 v. $29.50. 

The Committee has received a number 
of inquiries about this collection of books 
for children but has been unable to ob- 
tain a copy from the publishers for re- 
view. The loan of a set from some 
library or individual would be appre- 
ciated. 


The International blue book (Who’s 
who in the world) ; a biographical dic- 
tionary of the world’s notable living 
men and women; ed. by Hyacinthe ° 
Ringrose, printed in English, French, 
German, Spanish, Italian and other 
languages. 135 Broadway, N. Y., 
H. Ringrose, 1937-38. 602p. $10. 


An earlier edition of this title was re- 
viewed in the Subscription Books Bulle- 
tin, April 1937. A recent edition has 
since been made available to the Com- 
mittee, and the following information is 
submitted in answer to continued in- 
quiries from libraries and individuals. 

The edition of 1937-38, copyright 
1937, includes about 800 names, one fifth 
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of which are found in a section labeled 
“Too late for classification,” at the end of 
the main alphabetical list. Criticisms 
made in the review of the earlier edition 
apply equally to this latest volume of the 
series. The same disproportionate em- 
phasis on relatively unimportant persons, 
particularly on citizens of the United 
States, appears both in the number of such 
names included and in the amount of 
space allotted to them. Many foreign 
countries are not represented. 

Foreign languages have been used to 
a greater extent than in the earlier edi- 
tion, though without apparent logic. For 
instance, biographical data for such world 
celebrities as Eamon DeValera and Al- 
bert Einstein are given briefly in English 
only, whereas for a number of compara- 
tively little-known Americans they ap- 
pear, in greater detail, in French, Ger- 
man, Italian, and Spanish as well. The 
translations into foreign languages are 
generally poor. The same information 
about an individual is not always included 
in the different languages. The material 
about Pope Pius XI includes 30 lines in 
Latin, 10 in English, and 7 in Italian. 

Numerous errors may be noted, such 
as the statement that Charles A. Lind- 
bergh was “first to cross Atlantic Ocean 
in an airplane.” Alexander I, king of 
Yugoslavia, assassinated in 1934, is in- 
cluded, as if still living, in the “Too late 
for classification” section. Other biog- 
raphies are not up to date; e.g., that of a 
university professor, also included in the 
supplementary section, whose address is 
given as an institution with which he has 
not been connected since 1930, and whose 
subsequent academic affiliation is not re- 
corded. 


The International blue book, 1937-38, 


is not recommended. 


New Century dictionary. 2v. 11x 7% 
inches. N. Y., Appleton-Century, 
c1938. 

This set was offered “to registered 
Britannica owners only,” in combination 
with the 1938 Britannica book of the 
year, at a prepublication price of $14.75 
for the two titles. The printed circular 
issued by the Encyclopaedia Britannica, 
inc., in which the combination offer is 
made, quotes $25 as the price of the New 
Century dictionary, 2-volume edition, 
alone. The publisher’s trade list annual, 
1937 lists the price of a 2-volume edition 
of the New Century dictionary as $12, 
as given in a note in the Subscription 
Books Bulletin, October 1934. 

There is a full review of the 2-volume 
set of the New Century dictionary in the 
Subscription Books Bulletin, January 
1933. According to the Appleton- 
Century co., its publishers, the new edi- 
tion which is being sold in combination 
with the Britannica book of the year is 
substantially the same as that reviewed, 
though some additions to bring it up to 
date have been made in this as in other 
reprintings since the review appeared. 


.. + The new concise pictorial en- 
cyclopedia. Ed.-in-chief and Ameri- 
can editor, Nella Braddy; British ed., 
Lawrence H. Dawson; European ed., 
Richard Friedenthal ; Introduction by 
John Erskine. New rev. ed., complete 
in one volume. 21%cm. N. Y., 
Garden City pub. co., c1938. 1271p. 
buckram $1.79; fabrikoid with thumb 
index $2.29; discount to schools and 
libraries. 





A listing in this Bulletin does not constitute a recommendation 


a. @ - 2 = fa 


1S 


1, 


— 


January 1939 5 





This is a revised edition of a four- 
volume set reviewed under the title Facts, 
the new concise pictorial encyclopedia, in 
Subscription Books Bulletin, April 1934. 
The new one-volume trade edition, ac- 
cording to the publisher, incorporates in 
one alphabet all of the original text to- 
gether with the material, edited and 
brought up to date through May 1938, 
which has appeared in the form of annual 
supplements to Facts. As in the original 
set, abbreviations for common words are 
freely used in the attempt to present 
factual information in the most condensed 
form possible. 

The chief revisions apparently consist 
in the systematic addition of dates of death 
to biographical entries whose subjects 
have died during the past four years and 
the incorporation of political changes in 
articles on important countries, such 
as Austria’s annexation by Germany, 
Burma’s separation from India, Ethiopia’s 
conquest by Italy, etc. New entries for 
persons and subjects recently come into 
prominence appear to be few, there being 
none, for instance, for Kurt Schusschnigg, 
John L. Lewis, or the Committee for 
industrial organization. ‘The chrono- 
logical table of history” in the appendix 
ends with the year 1933. 

The colored maps found in the sub- 
scription edition have been omitted from 
this volume, though a few small black- 
and-white maps appear throughout the 
text. The illustrations vary in quality, 
some being clear and useful, but others 
dark and indistinct. 

The copy of the New concise pictorial 
encyclopedia examined is compactly and 
attractively bound in green buckram. 
The print is clear. 


a 


In this new inexpensive form the vol- 
ume may be of interest to public libraries 
as a supplementary reference work. It 
seems best adapted, however, to use as a 
handy desk tool by individuals desiring 
a brief presentation of outstanding facts 
in many fields, and for such purpose it is 
recommended. 


The New human interest library. 
7v. 24cm. Chicago, Midland pr., 
c1928-37. red buckram $37.75; li- 
brary buckram, rainbow ed. $43.50; 
fabrikoid, deluxe rainbow ed. $49.25. 
Any combination of 7 volumes may be 
purchased. Special prices for quantity 
purchases. Lost or damaged volumes 
may be replaced at a prorata price. 


This set, arranged by broad subjects 
for the purpose of inducing consecutive 
reading, is designed to supplement the 
school work of young people, particularly 
in the elementary and junior high school 
grades. The editor is S. E. Farquhar and 
the advisory editors are W. D. Howe and 
L. P. Benezet. 

A six-volume edition of the New 
human interest library, published in 1928, 
was reviewed in the Subscription Books 
Bulletin for July 1930, p.10. Though 
there has been no complete revision since 
that time, new copyrights have been taken 
out on changes made in reprintings of the 
set in 1933, 1935 and 1937. The most 
extensive of these changes were appar- 
ently made in 1933, though for some sub- 
jects developments as late as 1937 have 
been added. 

The aggregate revisions are mainly as 
follows: 

Volume 1, The child and his world. A 
new article on sewing projects, by Grace 
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Reeves of Teachers college, Columbia 
university, and a new department, p.207- 
47, on the prekindergarten and kinder- 
garten age, by Miriam Brubaker and 
Edith Maddox of the National college of 
education, have been added. 

Volume 2, Stories of science. Re- 
visions such as the addition of recent 
statistics and descriptions of new ocean 
liners, bridges, aircraft achievements, etc., 
have been made in the section called 
“Book of invention and engineering,” and 
slight changes appear in the “Book of the 
human house.” 

Volume 3, Great industries. Revisions 
include short new articles on the rayon 
industry and dry ice and slight changes in 
other articles to include new statistics or 
to mention recent developments in an 
industry. 

Volume 4, Our country in romance. 
Pages 331-42 covering the history of the 
post-World war period, the chart of the 
United States government, and the out- 
line of recent history have been revised to 
include events of the past 10 years. 

Volume 5, Around the world. The re- 
visions seem to have been made chiefly for 
the 1933 printing, though some notable 
later events, such as Hitler’s rise to power 
in Germany, Italy’s conquest of Ethiopia, 
etc., receive attention. 

Volume 6, Leaders of all times. Eight 
new biographies, including Herbert 
Hoover, Louise Homer, Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, Sinclair Lewis, Walter Lipp- 
mann, Charles Augustus Lindbergh, 
Amelia Earhart and Eugene O'Neill, 
have been added, very minor changes 
made in several older biographical ar- 
ticles, and the “Outline of leaders and 
leading events” revised to 1937. 


Volume 7, Atlas; School guide; Index. 
This appears for the first time in the 
1937 edition as a full-sized volume. It 
was preceded by a school guide in pam- 
phlet form, noted in the Subscription 
Books Bulletin, October 1930, p.14. The 
atlas section includes political maps of the 
United States and the individual states 
and of the continents and certain foreign 
countries, historical maps of the United 
States, and physical maps of the conti- 
nents. Some of these maps, since revised, 
formerly appeared in volumes 4 and 5 
of the set. Illustrated descriptive ma- 
terial accompanies the maps of the indi- 
vidual states and continents. There are 
indexes of the United States by states and 
of the rest of the world by countries. 
Population figures for the United States 


‘are according to the census of 1930. For 


many foreign countries they are up to 
date, but for others they are not. 

The School guide is a topical index ar- 
ranged by grades suggesting the subjects 
of interest to groups of different ages, 
from the preschool child to the adult. 

The general index, formerly in volume 
6, cumulates entries in the indexes to the 
individual volumes. All indexes, which 
include illustrations, show revision to cor- 
respond with changes in the set. There 
are throughout the set a number of new il- 
lustrations, among them eight color plates. 

The volumes are strongly bound and 
well printed. 

Part of the material in this set is inter- 
esting and useful, such as the histories of 
certain industries and the descriptions of 
industrial processes, the charts and the 
chronological tables. The articles ad- 
dressed to parents and teachers, in vol- 
ume 1, contain sound advice. The maps 
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in volume 7, though small, are up to date 
and usable. 

The revisions of the past 10 years, 
however, fail in many respects to bring 
the set up to date. The sentimentally 
didactic stories in volume 1, with their 
mediocre illustrations, seem out of place 
in a modern set. In the treatment of 
history, volume 4, events are excessively 
dramatized, and the modern emphasis on 
the social aspects of history is absent. 
In the fields of science and industry such 
important recent developments as tele- 
vision and mechanical refrigeration are 
not mentioned. Synthetic rubber is dis- 
missed, in a brief paragraph, as without 
practical value, giving no hint of the ex- 
tensive use now made of artificial rubber. 
The material on foreign countries in vol- 
ume 5 does not adequately indicate, in 
such articles as those on Palestine and 
India, for instance, the significance of 
recent developments. 

Few new titles have been added to the 
bibliographies, and new editions of older 
works listed are not noted. 

The set is not up to date in appearance, 
due to the inclusion of many old-fashioned 
photographs and line drawings. Many 
illustrations are not clearly and attrac- 
tively reproduced. 

The New human interest library may 
prove of interest as a browsing set in the 
home where the topical arrangement of 
information is desired and where up-to- 
dateness is not considered of great im- 
portance. It is recommended only for 
such purposes. 


The New wonder world; a library of 
knowledge. ilv. 25%cm. Chicago, 
George L. Shuman & co., 1932-37. 


buckram $66.50; rainbow fabrikoid 

$76.50; to schools and libraries, buck- 

ram $59.85 ; rainbow fabrikoid $69.85. 

This set is not an encyclopedia but a 
compilation for children of stories and in- 
formation on various subjects, edited by 
J. Ralph McGaughy, Professor of edu- 
cation, Teachers college, Columbia uni- 
versity, assisted by Marion Florence 
Lansing, author of several children’s 
books, Roma Gans, Associate in educa- 
tion, Teachers college, Columbia uni- 
versity, and Walter Kent Munroe. An 
earlier edition was reviewed in Subscrip- 
tion Books Bulletin, April 1932, p.25. 
The chief changes made since that time, 
in reprintings in 1934, 1936 and 1937, 
are outlined by the publishers as follows: 

Volume 1, The world and its peoples. 
A new article, “Our national parks,” by 
Isabelle F. Story, editor-in-chief of the 
National park service, and a new article 
on the Ethiopians and Bantus have been 
added. Revisions have been made to 
bring up to date the text of articles on 
Gandhi, on peoples of the Mediterranean 
and the Near east, on barometers and 
the Weather bureau service, and on gold 
to include material on the nationalization 
of gold in the United States, and some 
new illustrations have been substituted 
for older ones. 

Volume 2, Invention and industry. 
New articles on “Safety on the highway” 
and on television have been added. Re- 
visions of the text and illustrations have 
been made to clarify and bring up to date 
material on photography, radio, petro- 
leum, the gyroscope, etc. 

Volume 3, The nature book. A new 
cross reference, in the article on dogs, and 
several new pictures have been included. 
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Volume 4, Exploration, adventure and 
achievement. A new article on the 
T.V.A. has been added, the life of Ad- 
miral Byrd completely rewritten, and the 
list of explorations and _ discoveries 
brought up to 1935. Revisions have been 
made in both text and illustrations of 
articles on aviation, water power, rail- 
roads, etc., to cover recent progress. 

Volume 5, Story and art. Information 
on the lake dwellers has been included 
in the discussion of primitive houses, and 
the discussion of music has been revised 
to include mention of syncopation and 
the electric organ. 

Volume 6, Sports, pastimes and handi- 
craft. New articles on volleyball, table 
tennis, badminton, skating, ice hockey, 
softball, and rug weaving have been 


added; articles on Campfire girls, ama- 


teur photography, and stamp collecting 
have been rewritten; and some revision 
has been made in such material as that on 
Boy scouts, lacrosse, etc. A number of 
new illustrations have also been added. 
Volume 7, The history book. Revisions 
have been made to include recent infor- 
mation on the major countries, especially 
political developments in the United 
States of the past 10 years; the entire 
section, Child life in many lands, has been 
rearranged and rewritten to cover chang- 
ing customs and to add four new stories; 
and new illustrations have been added. 
Volume 8, The literature book. The 
article on Kipling has been slightly 
abridged and the date of his death added 
and new pictures of Kipling and Edison 
have been substituted for older ones. 
Volume 9, The child in the home. 
Changes include two new picture-story 
series for the preschool child; a new sec- 


tion, Playcraft, by Flora J. Wolfson, 
Supervisor of the Board of education 
playgrounds, Chicago; a new aarticle, 
“Dogs as pets,” by A. W. Brockway, 
American kennel club judge; minor revi- 
sions of the material on papercraft and on 
pets; and a number of new illustrations. 

Volume 10, The wonder of life, is un- 
changed. 

Volume 11, Home and school guide; 
Index. The outline of suggested activi- 
ties in the section for mothers and teachers 
of younger children has been revised and 
expanded and the general index to the 
set has been revised. 

The format is similar to that of the 
earlier edition, the volumes being strongly 
bound and well printed on smooth paper 
on which illustrations are well repro- 
duced. 

The material in the New wonder 
world is in general simply and clearly pre- 
sented. There are many signed articles, 
such as that on the American Indian by 
E. W. Deming and Therese O. Deming, 
and parts of the text, besides the literary 
selections, are quoted from individual 
works, such as Dallas Lore Sharp’s Wild 
life near home. 

The information on science and indus- 
try is essentially up to date. 

Bibliography is limited to suggested 
lists of books for children of different 
ages, in volumes 9 and 11, and a very 
brief and not up-to-date list of books on 
flowers and trees, in volume 3. In the 
text of many articles, however, the reader 
is directed to other books, and the sources 
of quoted material are usually indicated. 

As the earlier review indicates, the 
New wonder world is primarily an inter- 
esting browsing set. Its organization and 





A listing in this Bulletin does not 


stitute at 





le; 
vi- 
ers 
ind 
the 


the 
gly 
per 
rO- 


der 
pre- 
sles, 
1 by 
ing, 
rary 
dual 
V ild 


dus- 


sted 
rent 
very 
‘s on 
. the 
-ader 
urces 
ated. 
_ the 
nter- 
n and 


January 1939 9 





indexing are not such as to make it readily 
useful for reference purposes. For ex- 
ample, the scientific facts discussed in 
volume 10 in many cases overlap topics 
included in volumes 2 and 3, and the liter- 
ary selections separated in volumes 5 and 
8 might more reasonably have been 
brought into closer proximity. 

Though the index has been revised to 
include new subjects, certain omissions 
and inconsistencies mar its value for quick 
reference. For instance, the omission of 
references to panchromatic film, infra- 
red photography and the camera obscura 
makes this material somewhat hard to 
find, inasmuch as photography is discussed 
in both volumes 2 and 6; the discovery of 
an electrical process of manufacturing 
aluminum, by Charles M. Hall, is in- 
dexed under aluminum but not under 
Hall; soccer, tennis and archery are in- 
dexed under their specific names as well 
as under Sports, whereas softball appears 
only under Sports, and volleyball only 
under the specific heading. Illustrations 
are generally indexed but there are some 
exceptions, such as a picture of Berniére’s 
burning glass. The absence of individ- 
ual indexes in each volume also detracts 
from the set’s usefulness for reference 
purposes, There are, however, many 
cross references in the text which are 
helpful to the reader in correlating infor- 
mation in the various volumes. 

The New wonder world is recom- 
mended for the home or school library in 
which an interesting set for general read- 
ing on a variety of subjects is desired. 


Orbis; encyclopaedia of extra-European 
countries . . . 6 Duke St., Adelphi, 
W.C. 2, London, Europa publications, 


— = 


Itd., [1938]— . loose-leaf fabrikoid 
£2 2s. or $10.50 per annum. Charge 
for the binder and guide cards 15s. 
or $3.75. 


As the subtitle indicates, Orbis is in- 
tended as “a survey and directory of polit- 
ical, industrial, financial, cultural and 
scientific organizations in the countries of 
Africa, America, Asia and Australasia.” 
It is similar in format to Europa, re- 
viewed in Subscription Books Bulletin, 
January 1932, and contains for the coun- 
tries of other continents the same sort of 
information which Europa gives for those 
of Europe. 

According to the foreword, Orbis “is 
being issued in periodical supplements to 
allow every section to be dealt with 
thoroughly and with special regard to the 
peculiarities of the particular countries 
under review. The loose-leaf binding 
and the gaps left in the pagination permit 
the Editors to revise and expand Orbis 
at any time revision of a specific section 
becomes necessary.” Guide leaves with 
celluloid tabs on which the name of the 
country is clearly printed make it easy to 
locate each section. 

The countries on which material has 
been issued to date are the Argentine re- 
public, Dominican republic, Guatemala, 
India, Iraq, Japan, Peru and the United 
States. The information includes, in 
most cases, a concise outline of the gov- 
ernment, with names of the chief officials, 
and lists of the most important political 
parties, newspapers, publishers, financial 
and commercial institutions and organi- 
zations, universities, libraries, museums, 
learned societies, religious organizations 
and radio broadcasting stations. Names 
of the chief personnel of these agencies, 
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such as editors of newspapers or presi- 
dents of societies, and addresses are 
usually indicated. Economic and other 
statistics are also given. 

This information is well arranged and 
reliable. It is reasonably up to date, 
though not always the most recent avail- 
able. For instance, a change in the diplo- 
matic representation of the Argentine 
republic in London during the summer 
of 1938 is noted; yet the various lists for 
the United States do not seem to have 
been corrected beyond the early part of 
1938, and the Japanese cabinet list does 
not include a new ministry established in 
January 1938. 

The material in Orbis, particularly 
that of a directory nature, represents a 
useful selection of information to be 


found otherwise only in the yearbooks of - 


the individual countries or in such works 
as the Minerva jahrbuch. Orbis is recom- 
mended for the larger college and public 
libraries. 


Pictured knowledge; the new method 
of visual instruction applied to child 
interest, school subjects and character 
training .. . ed.-in-chief, Garry Cleve- 
land Myers, successor to the late Dr. 
Calvin N. Kendall. 8v. 24cm. Kan- 
sas City, Mo., Marshall Hughes co., 
c1937. $49.80. 


Pictured knowledge is a compilation 
of miscellaneous information, stories and 
poems, profusely illustrated, intended to 
supplement the school work of the ele- 
mentary grades. The price noted above 
is that paid by one library. An earlier 
edition in 10 volumes was briefly reviewed 
in the Subscription Books Bulletin, July 
1930. 


The editor-in-chief of the 1937 edition 
is head of the Division of Parental educa- 
tion of Cleveland college of Western re- 
serve university and served as editor-in- 
chief of W’eedon’s modern encyclopedia, 
reviewed in Subscription Books Bulletin, 
October 1932, and as an editor of Child- 
hood, reviewed in July 1937. A number 
of well-known educators, scientists, and 
others are listed as editors or contributors, 
but the extent of their contributions is not 
indicated; there are few signed articles. 

The set is divided into two units, a 
“Foundation unit,” consisting of the first 
four volumes, and an “Advanced unit,” 
consisting of the last four volumes. No 
difference in style, treatment or vocabu- 
lary could be discerned. The two units 
are separately indexed, both indexes ap- 
pearing in each of the eight volumes, 
though the set is continuously paged. 

Volume | deals mainly with the geog- 
raphy of North America, divided into 
three sections: Our country, a six-page 
discussion of the general subject of geog- 
raphy; The United States; and Our 
neighbors. The section on the United 
States includes special articles on Indians, 
the water supply of cities, and national 
parks. 

Volume 2 contains a section on science, 
with articles on physiology, arithmetic, 
astronomy, aurora borealis, and winds 
and weather; a section on nature, includ- 
ing discussions of animal homes, ants, 
bees, pearls, pets, wild flowers, grasses, 
etc.; and a section called “World 
helpers,” composed of biographies of 20 
famous people, including Jane Addams, 
Thomas Edison, ete. 

Volume 3 consists of four sections: In- 
dustry, describing 14 industries such as 
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oil, sugar and leather ; How and why, in- 
cluding answers to such questions as 
“Where are the stars in daytime?” “Why 
does a ball bounce?” and discussions of 
the wirephoto, radio, festivals and holi- 
days; Child work, with directions for 
drawing, embroidery, paper cutting, etc.; 
and Play, describing indoor and outdoor 
games. 

Volume 4 is divided into two sections: 
Character training, containing advice for 
dealing with behavior problems, biog- 
raphies of “Early character builders” 
such as Martha Washington, Nancy 
Hanks, and other mothers or wives of 
presidents, articles on the care of babies, 
food values, manners, etc.; and Rhymes 
and stories, which includes suggestions 
for reading as well as examples of stories 
and poems for young children. 

Volume 5 deals with phases of United 
States history through the Civil war 
period, divided into four sections or over- 
lapping periods: The age of discovery; 
Age of invention; Political leaders; and 
Age of oratory. 

Volume 6 consists of four sections : Our 
government; General welfare ; Everyday 
heroes; and Agricultural department. 
The first, second, and fourth describe ac- 
tivities of national and local government 
in the United States. The third section 
includes stories of firemen, pilots, divers, 
etc., and a biography of Will Rogers. 

Volume 7 contains sections on Art; 
Architecture; Great works of engineer- 
ing; Masterpieces of sculpture ; Wonder- 
ful pictured knowledge, chiefly describ- 
ing the making of a book; and Vocational 
training, including discussions of visual 
instruction, choice of vocation, domestic 
science, and the boy’s workshop. 


Volume 8 has three sections: Leisure 
guidance, including information on Boy 
scouts and other organizations for young 
people, “Training for good behavior,” 
sleight-of-hand, safety, pageantry, etc.; 
Transportation ; and Industry, including 
gold, cement, salt, etc. 

The volumes are strongly bound in 
fabrikoid with an embossed design in 
colors on the front cover. 

Though there is some useful and inter- 
esting information in these volumes, such 
as parts of the biographical material, 
sound advice on character training, a good 
list of books for parents, etc., the selec- 
tion, organization, treatment and revision 
of the greater proportion of the material 
renders the set as a whole unsatisfactory 
for the needs of school children. 

Many examples could be cited of illog- 
ical and often confusing arrangement. 
Descriptions of industries are divided be- 
tween volumes 3 and 8, the sugar, rubber, 
oil, coal and other industries being in- 
cluded in volume 3, the gold, cement, 
artificial rubber and other industries in 
volume 8. The operation of the radio 
is discussed in the “How and why” sec- 
tion of volume 3, while articles describing 
wireless telegraphy and television are 
anachronistically included in the “Age of 
invention” section of volume 5—a vol- 
ume which otherwise contains no infor- 
mation later than the Civil war period. 
The poems with which the eight volumes 
are interspersed have in many instances 
no bearing on the surrounding text; e.g., 
Elizabeth Barrett Browning’s “The 
sweetest lives” appears, in volume 6, be- 
tween an article on tariff and revenue and 
one on the origin of the dollar sign, and 
Jane Taylor’s ““Meddlesome Matty” fol- 
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lows a chapter on forest preservation and 
precedes ‘‘What the government does for 
the farmer.” 

Much of the material is superficially 
chosen, such as that dealing with Amer- 
ican history, which contains no account 
of events of the latter part of the nine- 
teenth century or of the twentieth cen- 
tury, and that dealing with government 
which, though it describes selected activi- 
ties, fails to give a clear picture of the 
organization of federal, state or local gov- 
ernment. 

The vocabulary is not simple, but the 
style is often patronizing and written 
down. Fartetched analogies and other 
forced efforts to arouse interest frequently 
seem more likely to confuse a child than to 
simplify and clarify information; e.g. 
“puckering the skin’s mouths,” with ref- 
erence to the use of tannin in preparing 
leather; ‘handsome Mr. Rubber T. 
Santa,” in allusion to the rubber tree for 
its gifts to mankind; the elaborate com- 
parison of the physiological functions to 
the work of a community such as Oneida 
community ; and the personification of a 
legislative bill as a human being who in 
the journey through Congress “has grown 
a downy mustache under his nose.” 

In spite of the addition of such new ma- 
terial as the articles on Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, television, artificial rubber, 
power dams, etc., a large part of the set 
is not up to date. The following may be 
cited from among many examples: The 
discussion of child welfare in volume 6, 
p.1775, states that a federal child labor 
law was passed and subsequently declared 
unconstitutional, referring evidently to 
the act of 1916, but does not mention later 
developments, such as the second child 


labor law passed in 1919 and also de- 
clared unconstitutional, or the constitu- 
tional amendment in regard to child labor 
passed in 1924, ratification of which is 
pending. In the material on immigration, 
volume 6, p.1759-62, the latest statistics 
given are for the year 1915, in a refer- 
ence to the estimated population of the 
United States at that date, and develop- 
ments of the past 20 years, including the 
important legislation of 1924, are not 
indicated. In the chapter on national 
parks in volume 1, p.164, following a de- 
scription of the Yellowstone and Hot 
Springs national parks, appears the state- 
ment: “Except for a few famous battle- 
fields—Gettysburg, Shiloh and Chicka- 
mauga, and some precious bits of hill and 
woodland in the prairie states, all the 


‘other national parks are in our broad, 


western highlands.” This obviously fails 
to take into account the Acadia, Great 
Smoky and Mammoth cave _ national 
parks created since 1919. 

Although there are some useful and 
interesting illustrations including a num- 
ber of colored plates, many are poorly re- 
produced and old-fashioned in appear- 
ance. The pictures in the second section 
of volume 4 are, like the rhymes and 
stories they illustrate, mediocre in quality. 

The inclusion of separate indexes to 
the two units is inconvenient, and these 
indexes are inadequate. ‘The miscella- 
neous material in the ‘How and why” 
section of volume 3, for instance, is only 
partially covered by the index, references 
to the answers to such questions as 
“Where are the stars in daytime?” and 
“What is cork?” being omitted. The 
poems scattered throughout the set are 
not indexed by author and, except in a 
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few cases, not directly by title. Some are 
listed by title under the general heading 
Poems, but others, such as Mrs. Brown- 
ing’s “The sweetest lives” and Tenny- 
son’s “England and America in 1782,” 
are omitted entirely from the index. II- 
lustrations are also only partially indexed, 
such pictures as those of the Matterhorn, 
the Temple of Neptune and “Pilgrims 
going to church,” in the section on visual 
instruction, not being listed. 

Pictured knowledge shows, in view of 
such shortcomings as those indicated, little 
likelihood of proving satisfactory for the 
use of the school child in the home, school, 
or public library. The set is not recom- 
mended. 


A Standard dictionary of Canadian 
biography, Canadian who was who; 
v.II. Eds., Charles G. D. Roberts and 
Arthur L. Tunnell. Library ed. 24cm. 
Toronto, Trans-Canada pr., 1938. 
478p. fabrikoid $15. 


The first volume of this series was re- 
viewed in the Subscription Books Bulle- 
tin, October 1938. Volume II follows 
the editorial policy laid down for volume 
I, to which it is similar in outlook and 
treatment, as well as in format. Men and 
women who died as early as 1875 or as 
late as 1937 have been included. In re- 
gard to the choice of individuals repre- 
sentative of this period, the editors state: 
“No attempt has been made to include 
the most important memoirs within the 
span of one or two volumes, but rather 
to leaven the whole series with such.” 
Additional volumes are in preparation. 

Volume II is furnished with an index 
to biographies in volume I which will 
facilitate the use of the set. A complete 


a 


index to persons included in previous vol- 
umes will appear in every successive vol- 
ume. The cumulation of such indexes to 
include the latest volume as well as the 
earlier ones would be an added conven- 
ience. 

The Standard dictionary of Canadian 
biography, volume II is recommended, 
with volume I, for large libraries in which 
there is great demand for Canadian biog- 
raphy. 


Stieler’s atlas of modern geog- 
raphy... 10th ed. International ed. 
40 cm. Published by Prof. Dr. Her- 
mann Haack with the cooperation of 
Dr. Berthold Carlberg & Rudolf 
Schleifer. Gotha, Justus Perthes (B. 
Westermann co., inc., 24 W. 48th St., 
N.Y., U.S. agents), 1934 . Tobe 
published in 57 parts, each containing 
2 maps. Subscription price 60c per 
part; single maps 60c ea.; 10 per cent 
educational discount. 

This atlas is being published at the 
rate of from 6 to 10 parts annually. Each 
paper-covered part consists of 2 folding 
maps on loose sheets, 10 by 16 inches 
folded. Thirty-four parts have appeared 
to date. These include maps of Italy, 
Yugoslavia, Bulgaria, Greece, France 
(except the sectional map of northeastern 
France), the Netherlands, the British 
isles, Scandinavia, Finland, Estonia, 
Latvia, Lithuania, Hungary, Austria, 
Switzerland, Germany (except sectional 
maps of middle and southeastern Ger- 
many), Poland, Rumania, Turkey, 
Crete, Palestine, Syria, Armenia, Iraq, 
Northwest Iran, Arabia, Libya, Egypt, 
the Union of South Africa, Canada, the 
United States, Mexico, Central America, 
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the South American countries, Australia 
and the South sea islands. 

An index of names for the whole work 
will be published upon completion of the 
atlas. According to the American agent, 
this will be furnished free to subscribers 
or will be sold at a nominal price. 

The first published parts of the orig- 
inal 10th German edition, Stieler’s hand- 
atlas, completed in 1925, were reviewed 
by Dr. W. L. G. Joerg in “Post-war at- 
lases: a review,” Geographical Review 
13: 588-90, October 1923. A _ two- 
volume English edition (1925), Stieler’s 
atlas of modern geography, had preface, 
table of contents and lists of abbreviations 
and symbols in English. 

Though still called “10th edition,” the 
new publication is not a mere translation 
of the German edition but an extensive 
revision. According to a statement in 
regard to the plan of the International 
edition, which appears in English, Ger- 
man, French, Italian, Spanish and Portu- 
guese inside the paper covers of each 
part: “In the choice of maps and the ar- 
rangement of the sheets, in the scales, and 
in the explanation of the conventional 
signs, the requirements of what is to be 
a real international atlas have been 
throughout kept in mind. While all 
countries were to be given equal treat- 
ment, the scale of a map, and the amount 
of information given, are regulated 
strictly according to relative geographical 
and economic importance. ... Apart from 
the fact that all maps taken over from... 
[the German edition] have been carefully 
revised in the light of the most recent and 
most reliable information, no fewer than 
24 sheets have been specially engraved for 
the present edition.” 


Comparison of the maps with those in 
the 1925 edition bears out the above state- 
ments. Among the innovations in the 
International edition are the 13 new 
maps of Latin America on a scale of 
1 :5,000,000—a region formerly depicted 
in 7 maps on the smaller scale of 1:7,- 
500,000 ; a new map of northern Scandi- 
navia on an enlarged scale to correspond 
with the existing map of southern Scandi- 
navia ; anew map of the densely populated 
Po river valley formerly shown only on 
a general map of northern Italy; and 3 
new maps of Poland. Among the maps 
not yet published, that of the Iberian 
peninsula is being redrawn and re- 
engraved, and there are to be 3 new maps 
of Czechoslovakia. 

All maps were, in every instance 
checked, up to date at the time of publi- 
cation, except in one or two very minor 
details noted on maps of the United 
States. Political boundaries and place 
names show revision in accordance with 
official changes since the publication of 
the 1925 edition. Many new place names 
have been added. 

In the effort to make the atlas interna- 
tional in appeal, greater emphasis has 
been placed on the lettering of maps in 
the language of the country depicted, 
though this was to a considerable extent 
characteristic also of earlier editions. 
Where lettering in the vernacular is not 
feasible, as for countries which do not 
use the Latin alphabet, French is substi- 
tuted. The French language is used also 
on the reverse of each map to explain 
common geographic terms, such as rivers, 
mountains, etc. 

The technical excellence of the Stieler 
atlases is such that, with many geog- 
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raphers, they rank first among atlases. 
The maps are the work of trained cartog- 
raphers who have available, in the Perthes 
geographical institute, a large and up-to- 
date collection of maps from all over the 
world. The Stieler maps are engraved 
on copper which makes possible the rep- 
resentation in great detail of very small 
towns, physical features such as streams, 
mountain peaks, etc., relief (indicated by 
hachuring), and “culture elements” such 
as railroads and highways, and even light- 
houses, forts, etc. Since the symbols indi- 
cating these features are not explained on 
the maps, as in the German edition, the 
need for an explanatory list will often be 
felt by users of the International edition. 
A bar scale as well as a numerical one 
accompanies each map. 

The International edition is uniform 
in size with the German edition, de- 
scribed by Dr. Joerg as “the handiest of 
the four leading reference atlases.” In 
this new edition, Stieler’s atlas also be- 
comes the most up to date among these 
atlases. Its disadvantage, for American 
users, in not being printed in the English 
language, is somewhat lessened by the 
wider use of the vernacular or French in 
the lettering of the maps and by the use 
of French for explanatory information. 

Stieler’s atlas of modern geography, 
International edition, is recommended for 
large university and other reference li- 
braries. It will be valuable in any li- 
brary where detailed maps of foreign 
countries are needed and where the for- 
eign language does not constitute too 
great an obstacle to its use. 


Volume library. lv. 307 5th Ave., 
N.Y., Educators association. 


We have had requests for recent in- 
formation about this publication, earlier 
editions of which were reviewed in the 
Subscription Books Bulletin of January 
1930 and April 1934. The Committee 
hopes to examine an edition scheduled 
to appear at an early date to determine 
whether the amount of revision justifies 
a new review. 


Who’s who among physicians and 
surgeons; ed. by J. C. Schwarz. v.1, 
1938. 2314 cm. 277 Broadway, N.Y., 
c1938. 1336p. cloth $15. 


This is a biographical directory of med- 
ical workers in the U. S., Canada, New- 
foundland, Puerto Rico, Hawaii and the 
Philippine islands. According to the 
preface, more than 12,000 names are in- 
cluded. The editor wishes it emphasized 
that, as in the case of two other publica- 
tions for which he has been responsible— 
W ho’s who in the clergy, reviewed in Sub- 
scription Books Bulletin, October 1937, 
and Who’s who in law, reviewed in Janu- 
ary 1938—“not a single line of material 
was paid for, or could be paid for.” 

Biographies, alphabetically arranged, _ 
include information as to the special 
branch of practice in which the subject 
is engaged, the place and date of birth, 
parentage, education, marriage, hospital 
and medical school connections, special 
achievements and honors such as dis- 
coveries in medicine and allied fields, 
membership in societies and clubs, hob- 
bies, important publications, and business 
and residential addresses. 

The intention of the editor has been 
to include the deans and other important 
faculty members of recognized medical 
schools, consulting physicians to impor- 
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tant medical institutions or hospitals, re- 
cipients of high awards or honors for med- 
ical or surgical contributions, authors of 
accepted medical journals or books, and 
officers of important medical societies. 
That such groups are well represented, 
in spite of some omissions, appears from 
a check of the names in Who’s who among 
physicians and surgeons with lists in the 
American medical directory, 1938, with 
the catalogs of a selected number of med- 
ical schools, and with lists of awards, re- 
cent contributions to the advancement of 
medicine, etc. 

There is no other recent biographical 
dictionary in this field. Who’s who in 
American medicine, which is similar, in 
arrangement and type of information 
given, to the volume under review, was 
published in 1925. American physicians 
and surgeons, 1931, edited by J. C. Fi- 
field, is geographical in arrangement, 
without a personal name index, and gives 
fewer personal details than Who’s who 
Infor- 
mation in the comprehensive and up-to- 


among physicians and surgeons. 


date American medical directory is limited 
to indication of date of birth, professional 
education, special branch of medicine, 
fellowship in the American medical as- 
sociation, and address. 

Comparison of Who’s who among 
physicians and surgeons with Who’s who 
in America, 1938-39 indicates that the 
two volumes do not greatly overlap. For 
instance, 22 medical men of Philadelphia 
are listed in Who’s who in America in the 
combined sections of names beginning 
with R, S, and T, and 115 in the corre- 
sponding section of Who’s who among 
physicians. Only two of the 22 in Who’s 
who in America are not in the latter. 


Whos who among physicians and 
surgeons is well edited and the data are 
apparently accurate. ‘The editor ac- 
knowledges the cooperation of “leading 
physicians, heads of hospitals, medical 
colleges and clinics and the various med- 
ical societies” in preparing this volume. 

The volume is printed in small but 
clear and readable type, in double 
columns on unglazed paper of good qual- 
ity. Inner margins are narrow. 

Who's who among physicians and sur- 
geons should be useful in supplementing 
the American medical directory in the 
larger general libraries, in medical li- 
braries and in many scientific libraries. 
It is recommended. 


PRICE CORRECTION 

The G. & C. Merriam company asks 
the Committee to supplement the sched- 
ule of prices and discounts which appears 
in Subscription Books Bulletin, October 
1938, by listing discounts on Webster’s 
new international dictionary; with refer- 
ence history as follows: 1-11 copies, 10 
per cent; 12-23 copies, 15 per cent; 24- 
49 copies, 20 per cent; 50 or more copies, 
25 per cent. 





UTHORITY is given to reprint any re- 
view in full, but not to quote any 
review in part except with the permis- 
sion of the American Library Associa- 
tion. No pronouncements made in this 
Bulletin can be considered official pro- 
nouncements of the American Library 
Association. Official pronouncements are 
made so only by formal vote of the 
Executive Board, Council, or member- 
ship of the association. Obviously no 
such action has been secured or sought 
in matters pertaining to the evaluation 
of subscription books. No opinion ex- 
pressed herein can therefore be cited as 
“an official endorsement” of the Amer- 
ican Library Association. 
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